


WHAT VIRGINIA BAPTISTS SUPPORT THROUGH THE

COOPERATIVE MISSIONS BUDGET
(in alphabetical order)

Most information below for agencies and institutions outside the VBMB is
quoted or paraphrased from the respective agency or institution’s Website.

Annuity Board (SBC)
(see GuideStone Financial Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention)

Associated Baptist Press

Associated Baptist Press is the nation’s first and only independent news service created by and for Baptists. Working out of
its Jacksonville, Florida, headquarters, and with bureaus in Washington and Dallas, ABP provides daily coverage of Baptist
news, news from the nation’s capital, and other general news and information of concern to Christians in the U.S. and
around the world. ABP is supported through the generous contributions of friends, several Baptist institutional partners and
foundations and is led by a self-perpetuating, independent board of directors. In 2007, APB entered a publishing partnership
with the Religious Herald and two other Baptist state journals.

Mission Statement: Associated Baptist Press will serve Christ by providing credible and compelling information about
matters of faith.

Website: www.abpnews.com

Baptist Center for Ethics

Baptist Center for Ethics’mission is to provide proactive, positive, and practical ethics resources and services to congregations.
BCE believes church leaders and faith communities possess the keys to developing moral character, teaching sound decision
making, offering a clear moral witness to the larger culture, and advancing social change. BCE’s goal is to equip leaders
and churches with quality, relevant resources and services from a christo-centric perspective. Located in Nashville, BCE’s
programming includes a website (ethicsdaily.com), an e-newsletter (distributed three times weekly), a publishing division
(Acacia resources), and numerous conferences on family, race, health care, citizenship, stewardship, and congregational
leadership.

Website: www.ethicsdaily.com

Baptist Extension Board

The Baptist Extension Board serves to assist BGAV congregations by providing first and second mortgage loans at a
competitive interest rate for land acquisition or church building construction or renovation. Interest paid provides additional
loan funds for churches in need.

Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty

Serving fourteen Baptist bodies, the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty is a non-profit 501(¢c)(3) education
and advocacy organization that has worked for nearly seventy years promoting religious liberty for all and upholding the
principle of church-state separation.

Mission Statement: The mission of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty is to defend and extend God-given
religious liberty for all, furthering the Baptist heritage that champions the principle that religion must be freely exercised,
neither advanced nor inhibited by government.

Website: www.bjconline.org
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Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond is a distinctively Baptist seminary operating within the context of an ecumenical
consortium in Richmond, Virginia. BTSR offers accredited masters and doctoral degree programs and continuing education
opportunities.
Mission Statement: The purpose of the seminary is to provide advanced theological education and training for effective
leadership in the various ministries of the church for those men and women who are called and committed to Christian
ministry. As a community of learners committed to God as revealed in Jesus Christ, the seminary is dedicated to the
following principles:
The seminary seeks to maintain excellence in scholarship and to provide for and encourage the spiritual growth of its
Sfaculty, staff; students, and constituents.
The seminary stresses classical theological disciplines and pursues new avenues of education, encouraging practical
application and hands-on practice in ministry.
The seminary is distinctively Baptist in terms of heritage with an ecumenical commitment, a global perspective, and
participation in the world-wide Christian mission.
The seminary is committed to gender and racial inclusion, and, in the development of faculty and staff, pledges to seek
to achieve balance in gender and race.
Website: www.btsr.edu

Baptist World Alliance

The Baptist World Alliance is a fellowship of more than 200 Baptist conventions and unions comprising a membership
of more than 36 million baptized believers and a community of over 105 million Baptists worldwide. The BWA began in
London, England, in 1905 at the first Baptist World Congress. The goals of the BWA are to unite Baptists worldwide, to
respond to people in need, to defend human rights, and to promote mission and evangelism.

Mission Statement: Networking the Baptist family to impact the world for Christ.

Vision Statement: The Baptist World Alliance is a global movement of Baptists sharing a common confession of faith in
Jesus Christ, bonded together by God's love to support, encourage and strengthen one another, while proclaiming and living
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit to a lost world.

Website: www.bwanet.org

BGAYV Ministers’ Support Ministries

This category of the Virginia Missions and Ministries portion of the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget funds various
services for ministers. Ministers’ Support Ministries in the 2008 budget include emergency financial assistance, opportunities
for education and fellowship, subscriptions to the Religious Herald for ministers and key leaders, and retirement support.

BGAV Scholarships and Ministerial Educational Funds

The BGAV offers three separate options for scholarships and ministerial educational funds: BGAV Achievement
Scholarships, BGAV Ministerial Educational Funds, and BGAV Nontraditional Ministry Education Scholarships. The
BGAV Scholarships and Ministerial Educational Funds Committee oversees all three funds and makes awards to Virginia
Baptist students who meet all established requirements. As part of this program, students at existing BGAV educational
partners are given priority for student scholarships at each of those institutions. Additional money is set aside for the
Scholarships and Ministerial Educational Funds Endowment Fund in order to support BGAV Scholarships and Ministerial
Educational Funds in perpetuity.

Website: www.vbmb.org/scholarships

BGAYV Support Ministries

This category of the Virginia Missions and Ministries portion of the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget funds the VBMB
Executive Director’s Office and Treasurer’s Office. It also includes expenses related to promotion of the BGAV Cooperative
Missions budget; VBMB meetings; the BGAV annual meeting; and publication of the Virginia Baptist Resource Directory,
Diary, and Annual. This category also includes stewardship education funds for the Office of Stewardship Development
and funds for debt retirement. Currently, the VBMB has an outstanding note related to the waste water treatment plant at
Eagle Eyrie.

Bluefield College

Bluefield College is a private, Christ-centered, liberal arts college located in the mountains of southwestern Virginia.
Accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to offer baccalaureate degrees in 22 majors of study,
Bluefield College is touted for its classroom technology, affordability, personalized instruction, and learning settings on the
mission field and in countries abroad.
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Vision Statement: Bluefield College will be a nationally recognized Christ-centered liberal arts college, preparing innovative
learners and transformational leaders to impact the world.

Mission Statement: Bluefield College is a Christ-centered liberal arts college in covenant with the Baptist General
Association of Virginia. We offer a challenging academic experience within a diverse Christian environment. Our academic
and co-curricular programs transform students’ lives by integrating liberal arts with career-oriented studies and service to
God and the global community. We are committed to graduating students who think critically, communicate effectively, and
adapt readily to a changing world.

Website: www.bluefield.edu

Center for Baptist Heritage and Studies

Established in 2000 following an agreement between the Baptist General Association of Virginia, the University of
Richmond and the Virginia Baptist Historical Society, the Center for Baptist Heritage & Studies seeks to champion Baptist
distinctives and Baptist heritage and to provide educational opportunities related to Baptist distinctives, history and heritage.
It accomplishes its mission in numerous ways, including the production of resources and publications, the offering of
convocations and programs on special topics of interest, and the availability of a Heritage Fellows program for college
students and an essay contest for high school students. The Center also publishes a family magazine, Heritage Seekers.
Website: www.baptistheritage.org

Chaplain Service of the Churches of Virginia, Inc.

Since 1920 a non-profit organization called Chaplain Service of the Churches of Virginia has assigned chaplains to Virginia
prisons and juvenile institutions. The goal of Chaplain Service is to have a full-time chaplain serving each of Virginia’s 33
major adult state prisons and four state juvenile correctional centers. By distributing Bibles, conducting worship services,
providing counseling, and coordinating volunteer programs, their staff of chaplains have reached even the most violent
offenders through much needed prison ministry. Because Chaplain Service receives no federal or state tax dollars, it must
rely on many different groups, foundations, religious organizations and caring individuals for support.

Website: www.chaplainservice.org

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is a fellowship of Baptist Christians and churches who share a passion for the Great
Commission of Jesus Christ and a commitment to Baptist principles of faith and practice. CBF’s four strategic initiatives
are (1) building community and networking, (2) faith formation, (3) global missions, and (4) leadership development.
Vision Statement: Qur vision is being the presence of Christ in the world.

Mission Statement: Our mission is to serve Christians and churches as they discover and fulfill their God-given mission.
Website: www.thefellowship.info

Courageous Churches Team (VBMB)
Mission Statement: 7o further advance the Redeemer’s Kingdom through church planting, revitalizing and supporting
existing churches, and developing discipleship and worship.
Courageous Churches ministries funded by the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget include:
*  21-C Conference
*  “670” (afive-year statewide evangelism strategy to reach the lost for Christ)
*  Church Planting
*  Church Music and Worship
*  Senior Adult Sing and Share Festival of Praise
e Worship Arts Camp
*  Church Music Conference
*  Praise Team/Praise Band Weekend
* Handbell Festivals
*  All-State Choirs
*  Spiritual Development Training
*  Sunday School and Discipleship
*  S?Sunday School Summit
*  S* Southwest Sunday School Summit
* Pastors and Friends Conference
*  African American Church Growth Conference
e  Deaf Ministry
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*  Korean Ministry

* Hispanic Ministry

* Language Ministry

*  People group/Worldview Strategy Development

* Research and Demographics

*  Mosaic Lifestyle Segmentations
For more information on these and other Courageous Churches ministries, visit the Courageous Churches website:
www.vbmb.org/courageouschurches

Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center (VBMB)

Eagle Eyrie, Virginia Baptists’ flagship conference center, is located on 400 wooded acres in the Blue Ridge Mountains near
Lynchburg, Virginia, and provides facilities, meals, and lodging for retreats, conferences, seminars, and other gatherings.
Purpose Statement: The purpose of Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center is to provide a Christian environment where
people come to discover, develop, and nurture their spiritual lives. This is accomplished through worship, Christian training,
Bible study, and fellowship with God and one another.

Website: www.eagleeyrie.org

Emerging Leaders Ministries (VBMB)
Mission Statement: 7o assist Virginia Baptist churches in evangelizing, identifying, equipping, and discovering missions/
service opportunities for God-called Leaders.
Emerging Leaders ministries funded by the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget include:
*  Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Collegiate and Young Adult Ministry, Adult Emerging Leaders
*  Missions Connection Celebration (MC2)
e Children’s Ministry Conference
*  Vacation Bible School Tour
*  Children and Youth Bible Drills
*  Church Weekday Education Conference
* Junior & Senior High Weekends
* GO Teams
*  “Consider Your Call” Sunday
*  Summer Youth Ministry Conference
*  Youth EnCounter (YEC)
* Learning to Lead Conferences (periodic/regional)
* Regional Youth Evangelism EnCounter Conferences
* Call 2 Ministry Conferences
*  Virginia Baptist Youth Minister’s Association (VBYMA)
*  Collegiate and Young Adult Training and Discipleship
» Baptist Collegiate Ministry (collegiate ministers and centers)
*  Collegiate Conferences
* International Student Ministry to Collegiates
*  Training for Ministry to college students and young adult leaders
*  Small Group Leadership Conferences for Collegiates
* Baptist B.E.S.T. (Building Exemplary Systems for Training) Initiative for Youth Ministry Training
* Educational Funds for Ministerial Studies, both for full-time and part-time students, and scholarships for
undergraduate students
*  Emerging Church Plants
For more information on these and other Emerging Leaders ministries, visit the Emerging Leaders website:
www.vbmb.org/emergingleaders
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Empowering Leaders Ministries (VBMB)
Mission Statement: To partner with God as His Kingdom advances through an intentional, energetic matching of clergy
& churches; through nurturing healthy relationships & caring networks; and through growth opportunities and spiritual
renewal.
Empowering Leaders ministries funded by the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget include:
* Kingdom Advance Field Strategists
»  Pastor/Deacon/Church Leadership Conference
*  Minister Matching and Search Committee Resources
e Interim Ministry:
o Intentional Interim Ministry
o Transitional Pastor Program
*  Southwest Virginia Christian Leadership Network
*  Deacon Training
*  Southwest Evangelism Conference
* Bivocational Ministry
*  Counseling and Education
*  Conflict Resolution Network
*  Family Ministry
*  Minister’s Family Retreat
*  QGathering of Silence Retreats
e Appalachian Ministers and Staff Retreat
* Retirement Planning for Ministers
* Expanded Church Retirement Plan
* Baptist Ministry Assistants of Virginia
e Church Architecture
* Forced Termination
* New Minister Orientation
*  Minister’s Care Program
»  SafetyNet:
0 Minister’s Unemployment Fund
0o Minister and Family Counseling Services
o Baptist Minister’s Relief Fund
*  Continuing Education/Sabbatical
*  Financial Support Planning for Church Staff
e Church Staff Compensation Study
For more information on these and other Empowering Leaders ministries, visit the Empowering Leaders website:
www.vbmb.org/empoweringleaders

Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission (SBC)

The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission is an entity of the Southern Baptist Convention that is dedicated to addressing
social and moral concerns and their implications on public policy issues from local government to the federal government.
The ERLC has offices in Nashville, Tennessee, and Washington, D.C.

Vision Statement: An American society that affirms and practices Judeo-Christian values rooted in biblical authority.
Mission Statement: To awaken, inform, energize, equip, and mobilize Christians to be the catalysts for the Biblically-based
transformation of their families, churches, communities, and the nation.

Website: www.erlc.com

Fork Union Military Academy

Founded in 1898, Fork Union Military Academy is a college preparatory school for young men, located near Charlottesville,
Virginia.

Mission Statement: The mission of Fork Union Military Academy is to provide young men a college preparatory education
in a residential, Christian environment. Using the best aspects of the military system, the Academy teaches its cadets
responsibility, leadership, discipline, and pride by providing an atmosphere in which spiritual, mental, and physical growth
can flourish.

Website: www.forkunion.com
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“Glocal” Missions & Evangelism Ministries (VBMB)
Mission Statement: 7o involve churches in ministry and evangelism for the cause of Christ both globally and locally.
Glocal Missions & Evangelism ministries funded by the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget include:

* Disaster Relief

e International Partnership Missions

* Impact mission camps and The PLUNGE mission camp

» Transformers (construction missions)

*  Venturer Missionaries

*  Mission Opportunity Points

e  Collegiate Missions

* Latino Ministries

*  Muslim Ministries

* Military Ministries

*  Ministries to Romany Gypsies

*  Baptist Men’s Ministries

* Resort and Leisure Ministries

* Appalachian Regional Ministry
For more information on these and other Glocal Missions & Evangelism ministries, visit the Glocal Missions and Evangelism
website: www.vbmb.org/glocalmissions.

Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (SBC)

Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary is a seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention. GGBTS offers accredited
masters and doctoral degree programs, as well as diploma and certificate programs, on campuses in northern and southern
California; Vancouver, Washington; Phoenix, Arizona; and Denver, Colorado.

Our Mission: Shaping effective Christian leaders who accelerate the fulfillment of the Great Commission in the churches of
the West and on mission to the world.

Website: www.ggbts.edu

GuideStone Financial Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)

(formerly SBC Annuity Board)

GuideStone offers retirement, investment, and insurance services to individuals and institutions. GuideStone’s “Adopt An
Annuitant” program provides financial help to thousands of retired ministers and their widows. This program is supported
by direct gifts from churches and individuals and by the SBC Cooperative Program.

Vision Statement: GuideStone Financial Resources exists to honor the Lord by being a lifelong partner with our participants
in enhancing their financial security.

Mission Statement: GuideStone Financial Resources exists to assist the churches, denominational entities, and other
evangelical ministry organizations by making available retirement plan services, life and health coverage, risk management
programs, and personal and institutional investment programs.

Website: www.guidestone.org

Hargrave Military Academy

Hargrave Military Academy is a college preparatory secondary boarding school for boys, located in Chatham, Virginia.
Mission Statement: The purpose of Hargrave is to assist young men and women of secondary school age to become
knowledgeable, thinking, and responsible citizens of their community, nation, and world. Our educational program is based
on rigorous instruction in basic skills and in preparation for further study in the arts and sciences.

We believe that to be effective, the educational process must be reinforced by order, structure, and discipline, and we feel
that the worth, potential, and integrity of the individual must be promoted in every area of school life. For our students to
mature spiritually, socially, emotionally, and physically, as well as intellectually, we must seek to achieve our goals within a
healthy, wholesome environment, in which the Christian faith and principles pervade all aspects of the school program.
Website: www.hargrave.edu

HopeTree Family Services (formerly Virginia Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services)

In April 2007, the Virginia Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services changed its name to “HopeTree Family Services.”
HopeTree provides care to at-risk children and youth through six programs: (1) Emergency Care, (2) Foster Care &
Adoption, (3) the Gus Mitchell School, (4) Residential Care, (5) Independent Living, and (6) WOODS (Wilderness Outdoor
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Opportunity Discovery Schools). HopeTree also has a Developmental Disabilities Ministry that operates group homes for
adults with developmental disabilities.

Mission Statement: The Mission of HopeTree Family Services is to provide Christian residential and support services to
at-risk children and youth, and to adults with developmental disabilities.

Website: www. HopeTreeFS.org

Impact Northeast (Northeast USA project)

This category of the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM2 giving plan funds Virginia Baptists’ partnership with the
Baptist conventions of District of Columbia, Maryland/Delaware, Mississippi, North Carolina, New England, New York,
Pennsylvania/South Jersey, Tennessee, and Texas to reach the 25% of the U.S. population who live in the Northeast. Goals
include establishment of churches, student ministries, church revitalization, and leadership development.

International Mission Board (SBC)

The International Mission Board (formerly Foreign Mission Board) is an entity of the Southern Baptist Convention. The
IMB’s main objective is presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ in order to lead individuals to saving faith in Him and result
in church-planting movements among all the peoples of the world.

Mission Statement: Making Jesus Christ known among all peoples.

Vision Statement: We will lead Southern Baptists to be on mission with God to bring all the peoples of the world to saving
faith in Jesus Christ.

Website: www.imb.org

The John Leland Center for Theological Studies

The John Leland Center for Theological Studies offers accredited masters degree programs, as well as diploma and graduate
certificate programs, in five locations throughout the state in order to make theological education available to everyone:
Arlington/Northern Virginia, Newport News/Hampton Roads, Mineral, Richmond, and Roanoke/Southwest Virginia. At
The John Leland Center for Theological Studies, students are equipped as servant leaders for the 21st century ministry
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by integrating scholarship, spiritual discipline, and Christian service in the context of the
international community.

Mission Statement: The mission of The John Leland Center is to equip transformational leaders for the emerging church
and ministries in multi-ethnic, metropolitan communities. We are committed to bringing together scholars, practitioners and
Students from our area and around the world, who are called to this task.

Website: www.johnlelandcenter.edu

Kingdom Advance New Mission Initiatives

This category of the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM2 giving plan funds various mission initiatives at the discretion
of the VBMB Executive Director, Treasurer, and/or Executive Committee. Initiatives in the 2008 budget are Arabic/Muslim
ministries, Latino/Hispanic ministries, and partnerships with the European Baptist Federation and the Amity Foundation in
China.

Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (SBC)

Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is a seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention, located in Kansas City, Missouri.
MBTS offers accredited masters and doctoral degree programs, as well as a graduate certificate program. Midwestern Bible
College, SBC, the undergraduate school of MBTS, offers bachelor’s and associate’s degrees.

Purpose Statement: The purpose of Midwestern Seminary is to biblically educate God-called men and women to be and to
make disciples of Jesus Christ throughout the world.

Website: www.mbts.edu

Ministerial Educational Fund

This item in the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM2 giving plan funds a supplementary ministerial educational fund
for ministerial students at the college and seminary levels. The BGAV Scholarships and Ministerial Educational Funds
Committee oversees these funds and makes awards to Virginia Baptist students who meet all established requirements.
Website: www.vbmb.org/scholarships

Ministering to Ministers Foundation, Inc.
Ministering to Ministers Foundation, Inc. serves individual ministers, their families and church organizations. The
Foundation is an advocate for ministers and their families in all faith groups who are experiencing personal or professional
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crisis due to deteriorating employment or congregation-minister relationships. It works as a mediator to reunite minister and
congregation when resolution of issues is needed. Ministering to Ministers strives to develop church-minister relations in the
beginning stages of their relationship, promoting strong communication before conflict arises. The Foundation, a non-profit
corporation, was created in 1994 by a group of ministers who had experienced involuntary separation from their congregation,
along with interested laypersons. The purpose of Ministering to Ministers is represented by the acronym “C.A.R.E,” which
encompasses the organization’s four divisions: Communicating (Education and Communication Division), Advocating
(Dispute Resolution Division), Reclaiming (Personal Wellness Division), and Equipping (Assistance Division).

Mission Statement: The MTM Foundation seeks to be advocates for clergy and their families in all faith groups who are
experiencing personal or professional crisis due to deteriorating employment or congregation-clergy relationships.
Website: www.mtmfoundation.org

Missions Development

This Virginia Baptist Mission Initiative in the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM2 giving plan helps provide for
construction, medical, and training needs while sharing the gospel around the world. Special funding requests are presented
to the VBMB’s Glocal Missions and Evangelism Committee, which recommends them to the entire Virginia Baptist Mission
Board for approval.

Missions Relief

This Virginia Baptist Mission Initiative in the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM2 giving plan aids underdeveloped
nations who are in desperate need of help. While meeting obvious physical needs, volunteers find many opportunities to
share testimonies of salvation. Special funding requests are presented to the VBMB’s Glocal Missions and Evangelism
Committee, which recommends them to the entire Virginia Baptist Mission Board for approval.

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (SBC)

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention. NOBTS offers accredited
masters and doctoral degree programs, as well as diploma and certificate programs, on its main campus in New Orleans and
through many extension center campuses across the Southeast.

Mission Statement: The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great
Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Website: www.nobts.edu

North American Mission Board (SBC)

The North American Mission Board, an entity of the Southern Baptist Convention, assists Southern Baptists in their task
of fulfilling the Great Commission in the United States, Canada, and their territories through a national strategy for sharing
Christ, starting churches, and sending missionaries, in cooperation with Acts 1:8 Partners.

Vision Statement: We see a day when every person in every community in the United States and Canada will have the
opportunity to hear the gospel, respond with faith in Christ, and participate in a New Testament fellowship of believers.
Website: www.namb.net

Northeast USA Project (see Impact Northeast)

Oak Hill Academy

Oak Hill Academy is a coeducational, Baptist affiliated, boarding/day high school committed to excellence in education and
adolescent development in a non-military setting. The mission of Oak Hill Academy is to provide a safe, secure, nurturing
environment for girls and boys needing a change in school, peer, community or family relationships. Oak Hill seeks to
provide a structured college preparatory program to students in grades 8-12. Oak Hill’s curriculum challenges the brightest
student and encourages those who are unmotivated, underachievers or experiencing difficulty in their school setting.
Website: www.oak-hill.net

Partnership Missions

This category of the Virginia Missions and Ministries portion of the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget enables development
and planning related to partnership missions between Virginia Baptist volunteer teams and local, national, and international
partners and is administered through the Glocal Missions and Evangelism Team.

74 TRUTHFULLY SPEAKING: A RESPONSE TO FAQS



Piankatank Camp and Conference Center (VBMB)

Piankatank Camp and Conference Center is a year-round Virginia Baptist facility located on 90 acres along the Piankatank
River in Hartfield, Virginia. Camp Piankatank provides pristine natural surroundings, comfortable lodging, quality food
service, proper program space and equipment, and exciting recreational opportunities for its summer camp programs, as
well as for retreats, conferences, and other gatherings.

Purpose Statement: The Camp Piankatank summer camp program exists to provide a diverse range of age appropriate
programs for children and youth that encourage physical, spiritual, social, and emotional growth within a safe and exciting,
Christ-centered environment.

Website: www.camppiankatank.org

RASNet (The Ray & Ann Spence Network for Congregational Leadership)

The Ray and Ann Spence Network for Congregational Leadership (RASNet) is a router for networks that helps to connect
churches and church leaders with each other and with best ministry practices in order to impact the world with the Kingdom
of Jesus Christ. RASNet is designed to facilitate connections between individual leaders, networks, and congregations,
enabling fruitful exchange of innovative ideas and best ministry practices. RASNet receives some funding though the
BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget.

Mission Statement: The mission of RASNet is to feed networks of congregational leaders to advance Kingdom initiatives. We
will do this with services include creating, affirming, and funding ministry forums for church leaders, as well as providing
venture capital and networking for “best ministry practices” that connect churches and leaders. Quite simply we are
“Connecting congregational leaders to advance the Kingdom.”

Website: www.RASNet.org

Religious Herald

The Religious Herald is the journal of the Baptist General Association of Virginia. It is published by the Religious Herald
Publishing Association, Inc., a nonprofit corporation that operates under a charter issued in 1950 by the Corporation
Commission of Virginia. Established in 1828 and privately owned and operated until 1950 (as were most state denominational
journals), the Religious Herald apparently is the oldest religious publication in America to have been published continuously
under the same name and from the same city.

Website: www.religiousherald.org

Romany People of Southern Europe (Project Ruth)

This Virginia Baptist Mission Initiative in the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM?2 giving plan funds ministry among
the Romany people in Southern Europe through the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and its partnership with Project Ruth.
Websites: www.thefellowship.info, www.projectruth.ro

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (SBC)

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary is a seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention, located in Wake Forest, North
Carolina. SEBTS offers accredited masters and doctoral degree programs, as well as diploma and certificate programs.
Mission Statement: Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary seeks to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ by equipping students
to serve the Church and fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20).

Website: www.sebts.edu

Southern Baptist Convention (Operating Budget)

Some money given through the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM1 giving plan is used by the Southern Baptist
Convention for expenses related to the basic SBC Operating Budget. See separate entries for the other SBC agencies and
institutions that are funded through the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget WM 1 and WM?2 giving plans.

Website: www.sbc.net

Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives (SBC)
The Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives is a worldwide center for the study of Baptist history. Operated by
the Council of Seminary Presidents, the SBHLA is one of the major denominational collections in the nation and serves
by assignment of the Southern Baptist Convention as the central depository and archives of SBC records. The Library and
Archives is located on the fourth floor of the Southern Baptist Convention Building in Nashville, Tennessee.
The purposes of the Library and Archives are:

To serve as a research center for the study of the life and history of Baptists, in particular Southern Baptists,

To collect, preserve, and make available for use a wide range of materials that document Baptist history,
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To serve as the denominational archives for the Southern Baptist Convention and to collect, preserve, and make available
for use the official records of the Convention and its agencies,
To assist Southern Baptist churches, associations, state conventions, and SBC agencies in the location and preservation
of historical records.

Website: www.sbhla.org

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (SBC)

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is a seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention, located in Louisville, Kentucky.
SBTS offers accredited masters and doctoral degree programs, as well as diploma programs. Boyce College, the undergraduate
school of the SBTS, offers bachelor’s and associate’s degrees.

Mission Statement: Under the lordship of Jesus Christ, the mission of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is to
be totally committed to the Bible as the Word of God, to the Great Commission as our mandate, and to be a servant of the
churches of the Southern Baptist Convention by training, educating, and preparing ministers of the gospel for more faithful
service.

Website: www.sbts.edu

Southwest Virginia Christian Leadership Network

(see also Empowering Leaders Ministries)

The Southwest Virginia Christian Leadership Network was established in 2004 to provide a program of continuing education
and leadership training for ministers and laypersons in the Southwest region of Virginia.

Mission Statement: The mission of The Southwest Virginia Christian Leadership Network is to provide practical church
training and theological study for laypersons and ministers in Southwest Virginia in order to further the cause of Kingdom
Advance, enhance the ministry of our churches, and provide spiritual renewal for individuals. Our target groups: (1) Full-
time staff ministers (2) Bivocational ministers (3) Laypersons.

Website: www.vachristianleadership.net

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (SBC)

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is a seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention, located in Fort Worth, Texas.
SWBTS offers accredited masters and doctoral degree programs. The College at Southwestern, the seminary’s undergraduate
school, offers bachelor’s degrees and a certificate in biblical studies.

Purpose Statement: The primary purpose of the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is to provide theological
education for individuals engaging in Christian ministry.

Vision Statement: A community of faith and learning that develops spiritual leaders with a passion for Christ and the Bible,
a love for people, and skills to minister effectively in a rapidly changing world.

Website: www.swbts.edu

Student and Ministry Formation Scholarships
(see BGAYV Scholarships and Ministerial Educational Funds)

Support Services (VBMB)
Mission Statement: Serve the BGAV churches and partners, Kingdom Advance initiatives, and VBMB staff through caring,
educational support and information in a manner dedicated to stewardship and integrity, enabling the advancement of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
Support Services ministries funded by the BGAV Cooperative Missions Budget include:

*  Support/Business Services Team (includes treasurer and business services)

* Information Technology Services

»  Office of the Assistant Executive Director

* Communications

» Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center

*  Piankatank Camp and Conference Center

*  Office of Stewardship Development

» Capital Stewardship Services
For more information on these and other Support Services ministries, visit the Support Services website:
www.vbmb.org/supportservices.
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Virginia Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services
(see HopeTree Family Services)

Virginia Baptist Foundation

Founded in 1923, the Virginia Baptist Foundation was established by the Baptist General Association of Virginia to encourage
and facilitate charitable giving to the many institutions, missions, and other ministries affiliated with the Baptist General
Association of Virginia. The mission of the Virginia Baptist Foundation is to promote Christian stewardship among Virginia
Baptists and to provide revocable money management for the gifts that strengthen Virginia Baptist ministries. The Virginia
Baptist Foundation is the charted trust agency of Virginia Baptists in the areas of church related financial and estate planning,
wills, and trust fund management. Types of funds under management include church cemetery, scholarship, mission and
endowment funds, life income plans, annuities, charitable trust agreements, and several other financial and estate planning
vehicles. With a multi-million dollar principal asset value under management, the Virginia Baptist Foundation is in a position
of strength to assist Virginia Baptist individuals, churches, agencies, and programs with the investment and management of
church-related giving.

Website: www.vbfinc.org

Virginia Baptist Historical Society

Founded in 1876 by those interested in preserving Baptist history and by the Baptist General Association of Virginia, the
Virginia Baptist Historical Society soon became a premier institution within the field of historical organizations in religious
history. It early became a repository of Baptist congregational records and other tangible documents and artifacts of the
Baptist story. Its collection became widely used by scholars, local church historians, denominational workers, pastors, and
students of Baptist history.

Its facility on the University of Richmond campus was built through the aid of Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia
and was dedicated in 1955 as a memorial to the Baptists who struggled to secure religious liberty. The Society collects,
preserves, and makes available the records of Virginia Baptists.

Website: www.baptistheritage.org

Virginia Baptist Homes

Virginia Baptist Homes was established in 1945 as an agency of the Baptist General Association of Virginia. VBH operates
four retirement communities in Culpeper, Newport News, Richmond, and Roanoke, as well as the Virginia Baptist Homes
Foundation, Inc., which was established to solicit, receive, and administer gifts, grants, contributions, and donations for the
retirement communities in support of their various programs and activities.

Mission Statement: Dignity in Living

Website: www.vbh.org

Virginia Intermont College

Virginia Intermont College is a private liberal arts college, affiliated with the BGAV, located in Bristol, Virginia. Originally
named the Southwest Virginia Institute, Virginia Intermont was founded in 1884 by Rev. J. R. Harrison, a Baptist minister,
as a school for the higher education of women. The college’s name was changed in 1922 and it became a co-educational
institution in 1972.

Mission Statement: Virginia Intermont College is small comprehensive institution serving traditional students in its
professional programs and its humanities, arts, social science and natural science curricula. Virginia Intermont also serves
the educational needs of its regional adult population through its Adult Degree Studies Program. The college is dedicated to
delivering to all of its students an educational experience in which critical thinking, creativity, oral and written communication
and cultural appreciation are fundamental components. Virginia Intermont strives in its service to its students to create an
atmosphere conducive to intellectual, spiritual, physical, social, aesthetic and professional development.

Website: www.vic.edu

Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia

WMUYV functions as a missions organization believing that missions is the telling, communicating, and acting of God’s love
as expressed in Christ to the people of the world in need that they may, through the words and ministries of those sent, find
hope in Christ. WMUYV has been incorporated as an autonomous Virginia Baptist entity since 1935.

Vision: The World for Christ, Hallelujah!

Purpose Statement: Our mission is to challenge the whole church family to live out the biblical concept of radical Christianity
and lead individuals to be dynamic, relevant, caring witnesses connecting to a needy world.

Website: www.wmu-va.org
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NOTES

COOPERATIVE MISSIONS* COMPARISON

(BGAV AND SBCV)

BGAV SBCV Virginia Missions and Ministries
Courageous Churches Team (VBMB)
Empowering Leaders Team (VBMB)
Emerging Leaders Team (VBMB)

Bluefield College

Fork Union Military Academy

Hargrave Military Academy

Oak Hill Academy

Virginia Intermont College

John Leland Center for Theological Studies
BGAV Scholarships and Ministerial Educational Funds
Glocal Missions and Evangelism Team (VBMB)
Woman’s Missionary Union of Virginia

Religious Herald

Virginia Baptist Foundation

Baptist Extension Board

Center for Baptist Heritage and Studies

Virginia Baptist Historical Society

HopeTree Family Services (formerly Virginia Baptist Children’s Home & Family Services)
Virginia Baptist Homes

Chaplain Service of the Churches of Virginia, Inc.
VBMB Support/Business Services

BGAYV Ministers’ Support Ministries

BGAV Support Ministries

Partnership Missions

BCV  World Missions 1 and 2

SBC Operating Budget

SBC International Mission Board

SBC North American Mission Board

SBC GuideStone Financial Resources

SBC Southern Seminary

SBC Southwestern Seminary

SBC Southeastern Seminary

SBC Midwestern Seminary

SBC Golden Gate Seminary

SBC New Orleans Seminary

SBC Historical Library and Archives

SBC Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission

World Missions 2

Kingdom Advance New Mission Initiatives

Missions Development

Missions Relief

Romany People of Southern Europe (CBF Project)

Northeast USA Project (see Impact Northeast)

Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond

Ministerial Scholarship Fund

Ministering to Ministers Foundation, Inc.

Baptist Center for Ethics

Baptist World Alliance

Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty

Associated Baptist Press
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BGAV SBCV  World Missions 3
v Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
BGAV SBCV Facilities
(SEE BGAV GIVING OPTIONS Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center
ON PAGE 51) (see VBMB Support/Business Services)
* Cooperative Missions is 4 Piankatank Camp and Conference Center
(see VBMB Support/Business Services)
Virginia Baptists’ long-standing v Baptist Collegiate Ministries centers on Virginia campuses
commitment to the (see VBMB Emerging Leaders Team)

Cooperative Program.
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